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	W. B. Browning Elementary 

PTA Meeting

Wednesday, 03/24/10 from 7PM - 8 PM

American Pie Restaurant Meeting Room

	2009/2010 PTA Theme:
	Growing Up Green

	MINUTES:
	I. Call to Order / Welcome Members - meeting started at 7:00 with 25 members attending.
II. NYLC Presentations – Alayna Steixner, Rebekah Cho, and Suki Sohi presented a follow-up report & posterboard about their trip.
III. Review of Minutes from 1/12/10 meeting – motioned by Sue M and Lee G and unanimously approved
IV. Treasurer’s Report – motioned by Lisa L and Sharon W.
V. Fundraising & Events -  * indicates short update 
· Box Top$ - Browning’s goal was $2,537 and raised $2,698 so far.  Remainder of school year will go towards 2010/2011 school year.  Chairperson Angie DiMaggio suggested using Box Top website to purchase items to raise addition money.
· My School is Cool – Chairperson Dawn Neubacher reported Browning is currently in second place out of 11 schools. Contest ends May 28th.

· VG’s & Gordon Food Service – Chairperson Marcy Steixner advised that we’re close to earning $75 from VG’s. GFS will issue each family two $10 coupons.  First coupon gives family $10 off next shopping trip over $50.  Second coupon gives Browning $10 on next shopping trip over $50. Browning will earn either 1% or 5% of purchase amount depending on the types of items purchased.

· Staff Appreciation – Chairperson Lisa Larson thanked everyone who helped make the week a success.  
· Accelerated Reader Program – Chairperson Lisa Williams advised that 2nd AR shop was last week and the kids loved it.  Wendy’s gift certificate given to all students who participated in AR program this year.  Lisa to update members at next PTA meeting if AR program will continue for 2010/2011 school year.  UCS might remove the program from district computer system due to server constraint issues.

· BINGO Night – Chairpersons Chris Washeleski & Cindy Werbrouck relayed that 109 students played BINGO.  They stated they plan to have two BINGO nights during 2010/2011 school year perhaps before Thanksgiving and at St Patrick’s Day.  
· Family Literacy Night/Book Fair Results – Many comments that it was nice having this event return to the school after several years being absent.  Research Center raised $3,996 during Book Fair week.  Money raised to be used in the Research Center for new books, etc.   Staff participation was great & much appreciated!
· Beautify Browning/Earth Day – Co-Chairs Michelle Pugh, Marcy Steixner, & Chris Washeleski to work with staff & parent volunteers to coordinate.   
· Muffins with Mom – Thanks again to Jennifer Block & family for chairing this event.  “Dads” are being recruited to work the stations.
· Golf Outing – Marcy Steixner and Sue Medina have been visiting businesses to request their support.  Thus far, they have raised $500 in golf hole sponsors so far & there are 60 golfers signed up to attend.  Emails to be sent out soon.
· Fun Fair – Per Lisa Larson & Cheryl Troppens (event co-chairs,)  this year’s Fun Fair will be June 4th from 6:00-9:00.  Many, many volunteers are needed & Mary Michalek is the volunteer coordinator.  Sue Medina is chairing the teacher baskets.  Lee G and Shawand G are chairing cake walk event.  Will request to run air conditioning longer to keep temperature in school cooler.  
VI. Recycling Club – Browning was approved as a Green School.  Mrs Tocco and Mrs Hassell will attend meeting on April 22nd at I.R.C. to accept flag and certificate.  An all school assembly is scheduled for 2:00 at Browning with the students and staff.  Beautify Browning/Earth Day event will follow at 2:30.  Lunchroom, students and staff continue to recycle daily.

VII. 2010/2011 PTA Board Nominations – Due April 15th and parents can nominate online or print the form.  Some nominations have been received.
VIII. Staff Representative Report – Teachers expressed their gratitude for outstanding Staff Appreciation Week.

IX. Requests for Funding Assistance

· Soccer Goals – Chris Washeleski proposed buying soccer goals, nets and security anchors from AYSO Region 459 for $1,600 as well as steel cable and locks from Lowe’s for $36.48.  AYSO will dismantle, move, and install all soccer equipment.  Tentative installation is Saturday, April 17th.  Jason Troppens (Student Council President and 6th grader) spoke in support of this proposal.  Motioned by Lee G and Sharon W and unanimously approved.

· NEHS – Michelle Pugh has provided information to Mrs. Hassell, Mrs. Tocco, & Mrs. Andrews in hopes of starting this program at Browning with the 2010/2011 school year.  This new club would be offered to upper elementary students and eligibility requirements determined by staff.  
· Browning Banner – Mrs Andrews proposed purchasing new school banner to be used for Science Olympiad events.  Banner would be 24” x 72” and cost $32.94.  Current banner was generously made by Mrs Andrews’ mother approximately 5 years ago.  Motioned by Sharon W and Lisa W and unanimously approved.

X. Principal’s Report – Mrs Hassell thanked everyone for DARE graduation event.  Food was delicious and the graduation was great.  She was very complimentary of everyone’s efforts for Go Green Night.  Donuts with Dad was a wonderful morning.  Nice to see so many dads support their children.  Browning was recognized at the Kiwanis breakfast which was very nice.  Currently the students are 150,000 minutes short to meet the March is Reading Month goal set by Mrs Hassell.  If the students obtain the goal, Mrs Hassell will sit in a children’s pool filled with spaghetti.  The student with the most minutes, per grade, will be able to drop meatballs on Mrs Hassell’s head.  It was suggested to have the teachers assign reading as a homework assignment one evening.  It was so nice to see the staff appreciated during Staff Appreciation Week.  Mrs. Hassell greatly appreciated all of Chairperson Lisa Larson & all the parent volunteers for doing such a nice job.  She reported that Bingo Night was a fun, new event and the students had a wonderful time.  Family Literacy Night was well done!  All of the parent volunteers, staff, & Mr. Furtah did a fanastic job and everyone had a fun evening.  Nice to have this event back after missing for several years.  NEHS would be wonderful addition to Browning.  

XI. Open discussion – Mrs Irvine is planning Fun Run event for May 21st  & the  Leukemia/Lymphoma Foundation was selected as beneficiary in memory of Mrs Irvine’s brother and in honor of Jessica Baker.  This is the 5th year for the Fun Run event.  Mrs. Irvine indicated Browning did a great job raising money last year considering the economy in our area.  Mrs Irvine, Michelle Pugh, and Roni Sorgi are working with a company in hopes of having them facilitate an assembly after Fun Run.  Fee for event is $2,500.  Asking local doctors, medical facilities, and hospitals to donate to this fee.  In return for donations, their businesses will be promoted and mentioned in a special follow up thank you letter.  Field Day is scheduled for Friday, June 11th and many volunteers are needed.  Lisa Williams thanked the parents who did Writer’s Boot Camp program.  She would like to see PTA budget fund for students who can’t afford to participate.  Plans to suggest at next PTA meeting to set up budget account to pay for two students to attend the program.  Cost per student is $80.  Mrs Hassell & staff would determine the two students in need to maintain their privacy.  
XII. Meeting adjourned at 8:25.
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